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hope that we would one day purge the evil
of slavery from our land, he wrote, ‘‘I tremble
for my country when I reflect that God is
just, that his justice cannot sleep forever.’’
Despite his flaws, Jefferson imbued us with
his powerful faith that justice would ulti-
mately transcend our seeming inability to do
what we know is right. And I believe he
would rejoice to know how far America has
come toward winning equal justice under
law.

In the United States, we must constantly
relearn his teaching that change is both an
inevitable and essential part of safeguarding
our precious freedoms. We recognize, as he
did in his day, that our democracy must con-
tinue to develop, that we must shape our pol-
itics and policies to meet the rapidly shifting
needs of our people and to embrace the bet-
ter angels of our nature. On this day, we re-
member that our Nation is an ongoing exper-
iment, a new and fragile spirit, requiring our
eternal care and vigilance if it is to continue
to grow and prosper and shine.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Wednesday, April
13, 1994, as the 251st Anniversary of the
Birth of Thomas Jefferson. I encourage all
Americans to reflect upon his words and
deeds and to rededicate themselves to mak-
ing our Nation one of which he would be
proud. Additionally, I call upon the people
of the United States to observe this occasion
with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-four, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and eighteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:11 a.m., April 14, 1994]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 15.

Statement on the Bombing in
Hadera, Israel

April 13, 1994

The United States strongly condemns this
terrorist act. On behalf of the American peo-
ple, I want to express my condolences to the
families of the innocent victims killed on
Israel’s day of remembrance for those who
fell in war. This action, like those before it,
is a further attempt by extremists to derail
the peace process. They must not be allowed
to succeed.

We strongly support Prime Minister
Rabin’s pledge that he will continue the
peace negotiations regardless of such terror-
ist acts. We also welcome Chairman Arafat’s
rejection of attacks on innocent Israeli civil-
ians intended to strike at the peace process.
We believe the best response to the enemies
of peace is to demonstrate that negotiations
can change realities on the ground and give
hope to Israelis and Palestinians for a peace-
ful future.

Statement by the Press Secretary on
the President’s Telephone Call to
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin of
Israel

April 13, 1994

The President called Prime Minister
Rabin of Israel this afternoon to express his
condolences over the killings of Israeli civil-
ians in Hadera and to express his sense of
urgency regarding concluding the agreement
on implementation of the Israel-Palestinian
Declaration of Principles. Prime Minister
Rabin agreed with the President that it was
important to accelerate the negotiations and
reach prompt agreement. Both leaders un-
derscored the need to ensure that the en-
emies of peace do not succeed. The Presi-
dent made it clear that the United States was
ready to do its part to ensure that the negotia-
tions reached a successful conclusion as rap-
idly as possible.
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